According to the complete set of results published in CLRG’s Ceim Magazine, the
following Eastern Canadian dancers placed at the 1984 CLRG World Irish Dancing
Championships (held at Cork City Hall, Connolly Hall, Savoy Theatre and Opera House in
Cork, Ireland from March 25-April 3):

Girls 9-11 Clare Casey, Grant School — 22" Place and Overseas Award

Boys 9-11 Michael McCloskey, McCloskey School — 2™ Place and Overseas Award
Girls 15-17 Karen Garrett, Rince na nGael — 4" Place and Overseas Award
Ladies 17-19 Paula Doherty, Grant School — 8" Place and Overseas Award

Men 17-19 Brian Grant, Grant School — 2" Place and Overseas Award

Ladies 19+ Kathleen Gregoire, Butler Academy — 9" Place

Ladies 19+ Theresa Gregoire, Butler Academy — 11™ Place
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Overseas Award

This award (usually a piece of Irish crystal or a plaque) was awarded to the highest-placing
dancer not resident in Ireland and/or the UK for solo events, and to the highest-placing
teams not resident in Ireland. This began as the Bord Failte award in 1972 (and was re-
branded as the Aer Lingus award in 1974) as a way to guarantee recognition to dancers from
all over the world, when the majority of prizes (at least in the early years) remained in
Ireland. NOTE: The award was never presented to a dancer or team that placed first!
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| Fast footwork brings prizes to boy

By Rob Alexander ;ms raised Il;ﬂ Irel:nd, wmrfsglg began hBr:( this y?rkwal:“ only .\||i1chatl‘s
lancing when she was 7. She won third trip to Cork. Last year he won
laﬁ;ll:'la Mh:clﬁ:g:kcigwgénw;s‘hsd‘:x many counly open competitions and the prize _lar the best g.'m
ing 50 they would remember the tradi- the Western Ireland Championships “overscos." .
tions of the land where she and her UWiCe. . Since April Michael has placed first
] In Canada, she started the McClos- 3 vi i} 5
. Edmund, grew up. 3 in virtually evcr{ North American
d  In April her son Michael, then 9, key School of Irish Dance in 1976. It competition in which he’s taken part.
took the lessons he had learned 1o the Was there that, four years ago, she fjis mother says she actually welcomes
World Championships of Irish Dancing began giving her son his first lessons In  second-place finishes such as his show-
in Cork, Ireland, and gave the judges the 500-year-old tradition. She quickly ing at Cork because she feels they help
lhgrr; - i r;o ) s dem"'d‘“' was her  keep her son on his toes.
¢ Pierre Laporte School student DSt sty " 3 i cClos
Jigged and hornpiped his way to a  “He's very talented,” she says. “He \ Barh NOClotkey Sy she feaches
second-place finish, beating 4G other has very quick feet and there doesn’t 514’ ko0 '6, a5 2 means of reminding
boys from Ireland and England and seem 1o be any distinction between his {por) orinea! nos 3
one from the US. right and left feet.” pa ge.
“It felt pretty good,” Michael says. The most remarkable thing about ‘I"\yanlc: them to be aware of the
“It was unexpected,” his mother Michael's second place finish at the ‘;"’ ition their parents grew up with,
says. “The adjudicators were awed by world championships is his age. Al SN€SW¥s. -
the fact that a child from North though other boys from North Ameri-  Despile this, she adds, Michael is still
America could do Irish dancing that ca have'won in the past, their success @ DI fan of another, distinctly North
well. I think maybe they thought he usually doesn't come until they are in American dancer.
was Irish while he was dancing.” their late teens. By that age they have  “Michael loves Michael Jackson. He
Although Michael isn't Irish, he has  had the experience of competing in  always tries to copy him because he's
the benefit of having a mother who many championships. got got such quick feet,” she says.
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MCHAEL STUPARYX, TORONTO STAR
Winning style: Michael McCloskey
second at the World Championships of Irish

Dancing last April at age 9..




